
   Matthew’s Minute - 
 

   I want to share with you a portion of a wonderful article about Public Faith and the Practice of 

   Hospitality written by Jeff White who serves at Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York 

   City: 
 

   The way we use the word “hospitality” in English brings to mind party planning, celebratory 

   events, or at the very least, cooking and cleaning in order to get ready for guests.  But that the    

Bible’s understanding of the practice of hospitality among Christians is best understood as a way of life.  In fact, it 

not only provides a remarkable window for understanding the beauty of the gospel, but is also a profound way of 

communicating and embodying the gospel to friends who do not share the same worldview or beliefs. 
 

The word hospitality literally means “showing kindness to, or entertaining strangers.”  Beginning in the Old  

Testament, God has called his people to show kindness to strangers in their midst:  “He defends the cause of the  

fatherless and widow and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing.  And you are to love 

those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.” (Deuteronomy 10: 18,19).  The writer to the 

Hebrews implies, “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown  

hospitality to angels without knowing it.”  (Hebrews 13:2),  Through the Scriptures, God uses the metaphors of  

hospitality to communicate what it means to know him.  To experience his love is to have our souls satisfied with the 

riches of fare/food (Psalm 63), and he invites those of us who are thirsty to come to water and those without money to 

come and eat (Isaiah 55). 
 

We serve a God who is extravagantly hospitable, and we are called to imitate Him! 
 

Our next Connection Coffee will be Sunday, July 20 at 9:30am in Room 123.  If you are new to Garber, this is a great 

opportunity to meet the staff and discover more about Garber Church.  Coffee and muffins are provided.  If you plan 

to attend, please sign up at the Welcome Center table or desk or email Beth Hicks at:  bhicks@garberumc.com 
 

Our next ACCESS membership class will be offered Sunday, August 3 from 4 - 7pm in Room 222.  Childcare and 

dinner are provided.  Please email:  matha@garberumc.com if you plan to attend. 

Thank you, Sunday School Teachers! 
 

We would like to extend a great big THANK YOU! to our Children’s Ministry Sunday 

School teachers for the 2013 - 2014 school year.  They have shown up each week,  

loved on the children, and taught them the great stories of the Bible and the gospel of 

our Lord and Savior. 
 

When you see these teachers, be sure to thank them for their dedication and service: 
 

Frances Bailey   Jennifer Derr  Kathleen Diamadi 

Melody Dickerson   Heather French  Amy Gatlin 

Christy Gorman   Jean Huryn   Lizz Johnson 

Sara Onufer    Melissa Richards  Brent & Jan Mizelle 

Leslie Van Dyke   Cailin Whitsett  Chris & Katie Taylor 

Jason & Jenn Whited  Betty Witt   Chris & Jennifer Wagner 

Please look through the stacks of books in our Garber library to see if you want any of those we cannot use.  One stack 

is always beside the desk, near the floor.  A second is on the round table and a third on the bookcase.  You are welcome 

to keep whatever you want or to pass them along to other people.  While you are there, look over our collection and 

check out some of our fine materials.  Coleen Brock 


